
 

 

Welcome to the Westbourne Primary School reading newsletter for the Autumn term 2021. In this                           

and subsequent issues, we will be sharing updates about what is going on to promote                              

a culture of reading for pleasure across school. A love of reading is the most important                         

gift that we can give our children; it builds empathy, strengthens vocabulary and is                               

often a chance for our children to escape to another world! Plus, reading is also                         

awesome! Hopefully, this newsletter will give you some ideas for exploring reading                             

with your child.  

Westbourne Primary School Autumn Reading Newsletter 

Reading in School 1:  

Supported by Chichester Book Fest the children 

in years 5 and 6 participated in a writing 

workshop with the author of ‘The Midnight 

Thief’ Sylvia Bishop. Both classes had a fantastic 

day learning about story plots and how to start 

writing their own stories.   

 

Years 3 and 4 had an exclusive opportunity to read 

some bi-lingual texts by the author Mark Pallis 

including  ‘ The Fabulous Lost & Found’, ‘The Little 

Mouse Who Spoke Spanish’ and his brand new title ‘ 

Lingo Dingo and the Chef Who Spoke Spanish’. These 

are great books for those interested in learning 

another lanuage. 

Reading in School 2:  

Key Stage one children have already enjoyed 

some fantastic stories through their English 

lessons and also through daily story time. Every 

day in Key Stage 1 we share at least 1 book per 

class. They help children at this age experience 

and manage social situations. We spend time 

discussing the story and how different 

characters feel. Some of our favourites are 

pictured below.  

   

 

A Bedtime Story:  

10 minutes of reading at bedtime can have a huge impact on the progress your child makes 

academically and socially. Research about the positive impact of a bedtime story is widespread and 

detailed but, last year, Mr Murphy decided to explore the positive benefits with his son. You can read 

about their experiences and lessons learned in an fantastic article, featured by both the National 

Literacy Trust and BookTrust, here - https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-

features/features/2019/january/7-things-ilearned-reading-a-bedtime-story-every-night-of-2018/  

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2019/january/7-things-ilearned-reading-a-bedtime-story-every-night-of-2018/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/news-and-features/features/2019/january/7-things-ilearned-reading-a-bedtime-story-every-night-of-2018/


 

EYFS & KS1 Author Focus: Rachel Bright and Jim 

Field  

Rachel Bright and Jim Field are an 

author/illustrator team who have produced 

some of the best picture books of the last five 

years. Their latest work, The Way Home for 

Wolf, is a stunning tale of friendship set in the 

arctic. A perfect winter read! If you haven’t yet 

read any of their books, pop down to your local 

Library or take a look in our school library where 

there are copies of each of these titles.  

And keep your eye out for the brand-new book 

from this pair, The Whale who Wanted More. 

Year 2 have already listened to this story but it is 

definitely one we will go back to.  

               

KS2 Author Focus: Piers Torday  

Piers Torday is the author of some fantastic 

children’s books including the popular, and 

brilliant, The Last Wild Trilogy and There Maybe 

a Castle. These stories are great to read 

together. There are so many ideas and themes 

to talk about. 

Mrs Gilbert’s favourite from Piers, The Lost 

Magician, tells the story of a group of children 

who discover a magical world at war with the 

Reads, the Unreads and the Never Reads 

battling for control of Folio!  

On why we should read: “Reading stories is one 

of the best things we can do for each other.”  

On reading with children: “Reading aloud is so 

important to instil a love of reading.”  

        

Agatha Oddly - Murder at the British Museum By Lena Jones      
This book is absolutely amazing and has a classic mystery style. I think the characters  
are amazing and it is a book I could literally not put down! I would 100% recommend  
this book to anyone that likes mysteries and adventures. I enjoyed it thoroughly and  
would give it 5 stars.  

Review by Ellie Cassford   Year 6 
 

An Interview with Mr Potter!  

1) What are you reading at the moment? Come Again by Robert Web 

2) What is your favourite children’s book? The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe  

by C. S. Lewis, it’s a great adventure story. 

3) Where is your favourite place to read? On the front of the boat on a warm sunny 

 day or listening to a story while I am on the rowing machine.  

4) Real book or Kindle? At the moment, I like listening to Audible books but if I am 

 reading a book it would have to be a paperback.   

Reading Competition! 
Read and review a book of your choosing, then create a poster to advertise the book that could go on 

display in our library. Each named entry, returned to Mrs Gilbert, will receive a raffle ticket for a prize-

draw that will feature book tokens! We look forward to receiving your entries! 

 

 


