
Westbourne Primary School 

Parent Forum 29th/30th April 2021 

Meeting Minutes 

Introductions and welcome 

Ian Williams, parent governor, explained he will be chairing the meetings, representing the 

governing body but also contributing as a parent of children at the school. He welcomed everyone 

and thanked them for their support with the forum. Laura Sibley (Deputy Head/SENCO) is running 

the forum on behalf of the school and Paula Caird (Secretary) is supporting.  

Role of the forum 

The Parent Forum aims to represent the collective views of parents and carers at Westbourne 

Primary School. The aim of the forum is to play an active part in supporting and developing the 

experiences your children have during their time at school. 

We ask that you do not bring up individual issues at the forum, but as always please do contact 

either Miss Sibley or Mr. Potter if you have any concerns. 

Supporting children’s return to school 

Laura Sibley briefly outlined the school’s approach to supporting the children on their return to 

school, explaining that there is join focus on both mental wellbeing as well as academic progress. 

It was asked by a parent whether the school had considered using Philosophy for Children. Whilst we 

are introducing more circle times and have reviewed the PSHE curriculum, this is not something we 

currently use, but Laura Sibley will look into the resources and consider whether this could be an 

approach integrated into teaching if appropriate.  

One of the aspects the school would like to develop is the engagement of parents to support their 

children’s learning. Ideas being developed so far are: 

 

- Re-introduction of Reading Logs for Key Stage 2 

Parent feedback was generally in support of these, but greater clarity over expectations was 

requested. It was also suggested that children could bring in their favourite reading books from 

home to share in class, to help them get enthused about what their friends were reading. 

- Additional maths support through the use of published books, sent home that explain the 

teaching for the week with worked examples and practice questions that can be used by 

parents to support children as pre-teaching or follow up 

It was agreed that using books instead of relying on screens could help give parents a choice. It was 

requested that methods used in maths could be explained to parents. The books will do these but 

school will look at sourcing alternative resources, such as pre-produced videos from Abacus, or 

holding a workshop. One of the aspects raised was how useful some parents had found being able to 

see how certain aspects were taught through the live lessons, and perhaps a demonstration of how 

certain resources, such as number squares, could be used, would help parents particularly in KS1. 

- Use of Google Classroom - how we can use this for sharing resources and as a method of          

communication 



Many parents on the forum have generally found Google classroom helpful, however it was 

requested that there was more consistency over when work/activities were shared on it, as parents 

do not always check it and ask their children to do so. Some parents prefer Parentmail for 

communications. It was also raised that there are lots of different learning platforms, with different 

logins, and whilst it was seen that each of these platforms serve a particular purpose, it would be 

beneficial to have a clear communication each week in one central place which explains homework 

and additional resources/activities that are available. Some parents would also appreciate guidance 

on the length of time that should be spent on homework, as well as a consistent approach in terms 

of the amount set and when it is set/due in. There was a concern raised about the amount of 

printing required from work set online, and school will consider how we can reduce this or keep this 

to a minimum. It was suggested the school could consider a homework club. 

- Support for phonics teaching, particularly Year R or KS1 in the form of either a workshop or 

videos showing how to make and blend the sounds. 

Reception and KS1 parents were in support of more resources to assist with phonics, and requested 

that these be made available, in particular the Jolly Phonics sound mat used to support writing.  

Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) Policy  

Laura Sibley explained that the school have written an updated policy which is currently in draft 

form on the school website, and that we would welcome parent feedback on it. In an initial 

response, one parent who has a wealth of safeguarding experience was very impressed and was 

positive about the approach to safe and positive relationships that the policy takes, but will inform 

Laura of a slight adaptation that she feels would be appropriate. Any other comments to be made to 

Laura via email/the school office. The policy will also be reviewed by the Governing Body at their 

next meeting. 

 

AOB 

 

It was asked if parents would be advised advised as to how the additional COVID ‘Catch-Up’ funding 

will be spent – this will be shared on the website by Friday 21st May. 

 

Parents were asked to share any suggestions, either related to today’s session or possible topics for 

future forums with Laura Sibley or Paula Caird, initially via their current email addresses 

(lsibley@westbourneprimary.co.uk; office@westbourneprimary.co.uk). The school will set up a 

dedicated email address for parent forum suggestions in the near future.  

 

Date and time of next meeting 

 

The next meeting will be held in the week beginning 21st June. Parents were asked to contact either 

Laura or Paula with the days and times that suit them best so we can agree on a date. The date will 

be agreed and shared with the forum by Friday 14th May.  
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